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Dear Members 

  

Please see below updates on alcohol research and policy which may be 

interest. 

 

 

Data and Research 

 

Global Burden of Disease estimates of alcohol use and 

attributable burden in Ireland 

 

 

Alcohol Action Ireland and University College Cork 

(UCC) School of Public Health have published a 

research paper on the levels of alcohol related death 

and illnesses in Ireland, using datasets from the Global 

Burden of Diseases (GBD). The findings suggest that 

four people will die every day in Ireland from alcohol 

related harm and illness.  

 

Read the report here 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/00001f6f8a31/new-branding-example-5259196?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falcoholireland.ie%2Falcohol-action-in-partnership-with-ucc-publish-new-insight-to-global-burden-of-disease-data-on-alcohol-related-harm%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Ce6e4eee9503b455c384c08d9fab80bf7%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637816490650270580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yY2kUA7hkhrDSDBC0YsmlobjIKlxTepi%2F%2BCnYn6z8CU%3D&reserved=0
https://publichealth.ie/webinar-healthy-brains-for-healthy-populations/


 

Alcohol Policy 

 

House of Lords debates alcohol labelling and advertising 

 

 

The House of Lords debated the Health and Care Bill, with Baroness 

Ilora Finlay of Llandaff announcing a probing amendment* which would require 

the Government to publish a report on labelling that would consider certain 

mandatory labelling requirements, such as the CMO guidelines, cancer 

warnings, and full ingredients and nutritional information. In the same session 

Baroness Finlay also sought an amendment that would make the Government 

consult on calling alcohol a ‘less healthy product’ and therefore subject to the 

same advertising restrictions that High Fat, Salt and Sugar (HFSS) foods will 

soon be. 

  

*A probing amendment means there’s no intention of the amendment being 

carried, but instead is used as an opportunity to discuss a particular topic. 

 

Read the Hansard debate here  

 

 

Institute of Alcohol Studies February Podcast 

 

In this month’s podcast, the Institute of Alcohol 

Studies (IAS) spoke to Baroness Ilora Finlay 

regarding labelling of alcoholic products and next 

steps for Parliament. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhansard.parliament.uk%2FLords%2F2022-02-04%2Fdebates%2F4E575108-AD20-4C30-9F49-00957E3A0294%2FHealthAndCareBill%3Fhighlight%3Dalcohol%23contribution-A7D093A8-11D7-444B-9981-B821C4DC3A30&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7C11409ab4d5f24899147d08d9fb6778b8%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637817244090421907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=o9cs8uUseNMQ9N48I4oxIDt4%2Bal4FZHJNOFolscZFnI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhansard.parliament.uk%2FLords%2F2022-02-04%2Fdebates%2F4E575108-AD20-4C30-9F49-00957E3A0294%2FHealthAndCareBill%3Fhighlight%3Dalcohol%23contribution-A7D093A8-11D7-444B-9981-B821C4DC3A30&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Ce6e4eee9503b455c384c08d9fab80bf7%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637816490650270580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AUppZQmArBE81KAH19%2FgvcO%2Bn%2FufrfBjpotXn0OPcQk%3D&reserved=0
https://publichealth.ie/playback-covid-19-and-rethinking-loneliness-and-social-isolation/
https://publichealth.ie/playback-covid-19-and-rethinking-loneliness-and-social-isolation/


 

 

Baroness Finlay told IAS that: “If the Government 

doesn’t come forward with a date for the 

consultation we will have to push it to a vote and 

we have to defeat the Government and get it 

through, as the population deserves to know 

what is in the products they drink.” 

 

Listen to the Institute of Alcohol Studies February 

Podcast 
 

 

 

Parliamentary Questions (17 February 2022) 

  

Baroness Merron (Lab): To ask Her Majesty's Government what are the 

reasons for the delay in commencing the consultation of alcohol labelling since 

its announcement in 2020. 

  

Response from Lord Kamall: We have committed to consult on our intention 

to introduce calorie labelling on pre-packaged alcohol and alcohol sold in on-

trade businesses such as pubs and restaurants in due course. The consultation 

will set out further details about the proposed policy and seek views on whether 

the provision of the United Kingdom Chief Medical Officers’ low risk drinking 

guidelines should become mandatory or continue on a voluntary basis. The 

consultation has been delayed due to the pandemic and the focus to date on 

delivering legislation on promotions, advertising and out of home calorie 

labelling 

  

Baroness Merron: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking 

to reduce the appeal of alcohol to children. 

  

Response from Lord Kamall: The UK Code of Non-broadcast Advertising and 

Direct & Promotional Marketing and The UK Code of Broadcast Advertising 

provide that marketing communications and advertisements for alcoholic drinks 

should not be targeted at people under 18 years of age and should not imply, 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finstalcstud.substack.com%2Fp%2Falcohol-alert-february-2022%3Futm_source%3Durl&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Ce6e4eee9503b455c384c08d9fab80bf7%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637816490650270580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nHgzC%2FLokm%2BSWbGouaInlGHW8iXEfmIzN7l5hZzbXx0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finstalcstud.substack.com%2Fp%2Falcohol-alert-february-2022%3Futm_source%3Durl&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Ce6e4eee9503b455c384c08d9fab80bf7%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637816490650270580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nHgzC%2FLokm%2BSWbGouaInlGHW8iXEfmIzN7l5hZzbXx0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquestions-statements.parliament.uk%2Fwritten-questions%2Fdetail%2F2022-02-03%2Fhl5944&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7C11409ab4d5f24899147d08d9fb6778b8%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637817244090421907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=w01wY2DH0Lzm7q48TlM%2FSNlFlDi%2FNbFOVcrUpl2yUBE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquestions-statements.parliament.uk%2Fwritten-questions%2Fdetail%2F2022-02-03%2Fhl5942&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7C11409ab4d5f24899147d08d9fb6778b8%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637817244090421907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=83holWzf3iPCi%2FIXli13NbSfTnm%2BfsfevV41E8LUnc4%3D&reserved=0


 

condone or encourage immoderate, irresponsible or anti-social drinking. The 

Codes provide that more than 25% of the audience in adjacent programmes or 

for the relevant publication should not be under 18 years old. Alcohol 

advertising must not be likely to appeal ‘strongly’ to young people under 18 

years old, reflect or associate with youth culture or show adolescent or juvenile 

behaviour. No children and no one who is or appears to be under the age of 25 

years old may play a significant role in the advertising of alcoholic drinks. 

Copies of the Codes are attached. Education on alcohol use is a statutory 

component of Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and 

Health Education in England. 

 

 

Events 

 

 

SHAAP/SARN Webinar: Minimum Unit Pricing: Qualitative study of the 

experiences of homeless drinkers, street drinkers and service providers 

 

Date and time: Thursday 31 March 2022 12.30-14.00 

 

Speaker: Dr Elena Dimova, Research Fellow, Substance Use research 

group,  Glasgow Caledonian University. 

 

Format: The webinar will be hosted online using Zoom, and registrants will 

receive a link to join. 

Register now 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Falcohol-occasionals-mup-homeless-street-drinkers-service-providers-tickets-288431776207&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Cd17d4d763805460c77cf08d9fd055c14%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637819021725638006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oJE%2FzX%2FAakFAq8ibKRKnW0vMcgOmXj04wTPSyPBfwz0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Falcohol-occasionals-mup-homeless-street-drinkers-service-providers-tickets-288431776207&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Cd17d4d763805460c77cf08d9fd055c14%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637819021725638006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oJE%2FzX%2FAakFAq8ibKRKnW0vMcgOmXj04wTPSyPBfwz0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearchonline.gcu.ac.uk%2Fen%2Fpersons%2Felena-dimova&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Cd17d4d763805460c77cf08d9fd055c14%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637819021725638006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ymXyV1Z2YaWgqGS57GVYpcXapaf%2BeQv9N7ssnTXtftQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gcu.ac.uk%2Fhls%2Fresearch%2Fresearchgroups%2Fsubstanceuse%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Cd17d4d763805460c77cf08d9fd055c14%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637819021725638006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5j4KqJ3UOcpWmp9IuqJO0oiaicUqf9sOzTAOXiD%2Birg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gcu.ac.uk%2Fhls%2Fresearch%2Fresearchgroups%2Fsubstanceuse%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Cd17d4d763805460c77cf08d9fd055c14%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637819021725638006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5j4KqJ3UOcpWmp9IuqJO0oiaicUqf9sOzTAOXiD%2Birg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gcu.ac.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLeah.Friend%40publichealth.ie%7Cd17d4d763805460c77cf08d9fd055c14%7Ce86245e07f314b80be710f322936ee53%7C1%7C0%7C637819021725638006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lbggb0yuJuhooT3APVX53UE6ut1LmJqXZ0vh1GJXrrI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/alcohol-occasionals-mup-homeless-street-drinkers-service-providers-tickets-288431776207
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/alcohol-occasionals-mup-homeless-street-drinkers-service-providers-tickets-288431776207


 

Upcoming SHAAP/SARN seminars (all 12.30-2pm UK time) – registration will 

open soon 

• Wednesday 20 April Youth drinking in decline: Implications for policy 

and practice 

Inge Kersbergen and Laura Fenton 

  

• Monday 23 May Navigating the complexity of harm and care: a 

qualitative study of self-harm and alcohol use 

Amy Chandler and Annie Taylor 

  

• Tuesday 21 June ‘I got the impression I just had to sort me-self out’: 

How people with co-occurring heavy alcohol use and depression 

describe the care they receive in a fragmented health system - a 

qualitative study 

Kat Jackson and Amy O’Donnell 
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