
29 November, 2023

JOINT PUBLIC HEALTH
CONFERENCE

PROGRAMME

The Health-Wealth Divide 
Leaving No One Behind



10:00 Welcome from Conference Chair: Health Inequity on the  
island of Ireland
Dr Helen McAvoy
Director of Policy
Institute of Public Health

10:10 Opening Address: Outsiders – not Statistics
Alice Leahy
Director of Services
Alice Leahy Trust

10:15 Keynote: Tackling Health Inequities in an Era of Poly-crises
Professor Fran Baum 
Director of Stretton Health Equity
Stretton Institute, University of Adelaide  

10:45 Parallel Session 1 
Local action on health in under-served communities -  
sharing our learning

Room 1 Room 2
Chair: Colette Cunningham
School of Public Health 
University College Cork

Chair: Colin O’Hehir
Healthy Ireland
Department of Health

Strengthening wellbeing in 
disadvantaged, marginalised 
communities – the development, 
implementation and impact of a 
multi-level, area-wide, trauma-
informed intervention programme
Dr Grainne Hickey 
Siobhan Greene
Barnardos Ireland

Exploring a place-based integrated 
approach to understand and address 
health inequalities
Gillian Lewis 
The Resurgam Healthy Living Centre
Dr Lisa Cromey
Department of Health NI

Link workers for people living 
with multimorbidity attending 
general practices in deprived urban 
communities - an exploratory 
randomised trial investigating 
feasibility, potential impact and cost 
effectiveness
Dr Bridget Kiely 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 
 
Exploring health inequalities and 
medication safety with a social 
determinants of health and health 
literacy lens
Helen McNamee  
Community Development and Health 
Network

11:15 Coffee Break
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11.30 Conference Chair: Introduction to Session 2

Keynote: The Business Case for Tackling Health Inequalities
Professor Bola Owolabi 
Director, National Healthcare Inequalities Improvement Programme
NHS England

12:00 Parallel Session 2 
Understanding the health profile and health service 
experience of disadvantaged communities

Room 1 Room 2
Chair: Colette Cunningham
School of Public Health 
University College Cork

Chair: Colin O’Hehir
Healthy Ireland
Department of Health

How women experiencing 
homelessness in Northern Ireland 
access and use healthcare - 
hearing the voices of service 
users and service providers
Dr Sarah McNeill 
Queen’s University Belfast  

Priority healthcare needs 
amongst people experiencing 
homelessness and addiction in 
Dublin, Ireland - a qualitative 
evaluation of community expert 
perspectives
Carolyn Ingram
University College Dublin

An economic evaluation of an 
Inclusion Health Clinic in the 
Mid-West of Ireland
Dr Sile Kelly 
University of Limerick

Cancer awareness and attitudes 
in a marginalised group - the 
Traveller community in Ireland
Dr Trish Fox 
University College Dublin 

Gender and social class differences 
in smoking and e-cigarette use 
among teenagers with intellectual 
disability - a secondary analysis 
of Wave 3 of the Growing Up in 
Ireland Cohort 1998
Professor Joan Hanafin
TobaccoFree Research Institute Ireland, 
Technological University Dublin
 
Inequalities in oral health service 
utilisation in Ireland - results from 
the Healthy Ireland Survey
Dr Ellen Cosgrave
Health Service Executive

12.45 Lunch

14.00 Conference Chair: Introduction to Session 3
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14.05 Lightning talks

Room 1 Room 2
Area level deprivation as a risk 
factor for stillbirth in upper-
middle to high income countries 
- a scoping review
Jessica Keane 
University College Cork

Taking a public health approach 
and applying a trauma lens to 
end paramilitarism – the health/
wealth divide as an enabler of 
pervasive harm in Northern 
Ireland
Dr Christopher Farrington 
Northern Ireland Executive’s Tackling 
Paramilitarism, Criminality and 
Organised Crime Programme

Development of a Strategic Equity 
Framework for the Irish National 
Screening Service
Pheena Kenny 
National Screening Service

Reasonable adjustments in 
acute healthcare for people with 
intellectual disability
Mairead Moloney 
University of Limerick

Are international university students 
less physically active than their 
peers?
Dr Emer Barrett 
Trinity College Dublin

COSTNI Study - How has the cost-
of-living crisis affected the provision 
of healthy regular meals and food 
bank use by parents of primary 
school aged children living in 
Northern Ireland?
Dr Anne-Marie McClean
Queen’s University Belfast

“I’ve a lot on my plate at the 
minute”: Competing priorities 
among homeless attendees of an 
urban primary care and addiction 
services clinic
Carolyn Ingram 
University College Dublin 

Measuring real-world effectiveness 
of stop smoking care in Ireland
Dr Caitriona Kelly 
National Cancer Control Programme

14:30 Keynote: Making Sense of Street Chaos
Dr Austin O’Carroll
Founder of Safetynet and GPCareForAll,  
Co-founder of Partnership for Health Equity

15.00 Conference Chair: Closing Remarks
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