Health Impact Assessment Tools


Prioritising health impacts tool

This tool is an extension of the collating information tool.  Its purpose is to prioritise the potential health impacts of the proposal based on the evidence collected.

This tool suggests one approach to prioritising the potential health impacts for the HIA. The criteria for prioritisation will depend on the specific circumstances of the HIA and some of the following could be used to assist this process:

· the likelihood of the impact occurring (likely, speculative or unlikely)

· the severity of the impact if it does occur (severe, moderate or minimal)

· the number of people likely to be affected (many, some or few)

· the timescale in which the impact may occur (short, medium or long term)

· whether the impact will affect some groups within the population more than others (inequalities)

· whether the issue is a concern to the community

The steering group may decide to assign codes to each of the above to make the process easier e.g.

· The likelihood of the impact occurring: 

· L – Likely

· S – Speculative 

· U – Unlikely

· The severity of the impact if it does occur:

· SE – Severe

· MO – Moderate

· MI – Minimal

The prioritisation process may take place based on codes assigned to each health impact.  For example, the steering group may decide only to develop recommendations for health impacts which have been identified as having an impact on health inequalities.
If the steering group decide to prioritise, the collating information tool may be used with the additional column as inserted in the table below to record their decisions:

	Potential health impact identified in proposal (identified at screening stage)
	Community profile
	Policy analysis
	Evidence from literature
	Evidence from stakeholders
	Prioritisation 

(if appropriate)


	Poor outdoor air quality during construction phase may decrease respiratory health

	Percentage of population in groups vulnerable to poorer respiratory health (e.g. elderly, babies)
	Include any relevant construction/ environmental law which stipulates air quality control levels
	Cite studies which show poorer respiratory health during times of construction (especially for vulnerable groups)
	Cite evidence from stakeholders supporting or refuting this potential health impact
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